
$4.5M WILL GET WEST END CHURCH 

St. John's United Church in the West End is for sale to someone who will maintain its community 

service and spirit. 
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A Vancouver West End church that has been called a cornerstone of the community is on the 

block, with a hefty $4.5-million price tag. 

St. John's United Church has been at Comox and Broughton streets, on the same stone foundations 

since 1903, but the current building dates to 1981 and needs at least $400,000 in repairs. 

"Most of the value is in the land," acknowledged realtor Mark Lester of Colliers-International, who has 

shown many prospective buyers through the former church. 
"Given the history of the property as not only a church but also a community and social centre, it 

has piqued a lot of interest from various agencies and organizations in the West End, including some 

interest in social housing and community services," said Lester. 

He notes that the United Church "has expressed strong interest" in finding a buyer to uphold its social goals. 

And he said he has a tentative agreement to sell the church "to another Christian group." 

The 13,000-square-foot building occupies a site that permits social housing, a community or cultural centre, 

neighbourhood house, daycare, library or another church group. 

Rev. Gary Paterson, pastor at St. Andrew Wesley United Church, which serves the West End as well as the 

downtown core, said yesterday that he is "sad" that St. John's is for sale and hopes the church can be put to 

community use. 

But Paterson noted that the United Church's first goal is to sell the property for close to the asking 
price, although he added, "we certainly are willing to take less than we might be able to get if a community 

goal can be met." 

St. John's congregation numbers, like many Canadian churches, were "dwindling," confirmed 

United Church national spokeswoman Mary Frances Denis. 

Repair costs were too daunting for a congregation that had dwindled to just 30 from 100. 

Denis said that at least three B.C. United Churches are currently for sale. 

She said United Church closures are "local" decisions, although she acknowledged the church has 

spent almost $7 million in residential-school settlements and is still "budgeting for reconciliation 

programs." 

 


