
Letters To The Editor, Vancouver Sun, submitted January 3, 2010: 

 

Before we get all post-season, eggnog-giddy about Shirley Chan's remarks in her column, "STIR Is A Step In 

The Right direction," (Vancouver Sun, Issues & Ideas, December 23rd, 2008), I have a few comments about 

her "Tis the season to give kudos" to Vancouver City Council, as well as Millennium Corporation and the 

recent decision to approve the rezoning application for 1215 Bidwell Street." 

 

Chan is the CEO of Building Opportunities With Business, an organization with several corporate 

"partners" including Millennium English Bay Properties (of Olympic Village fame), and the same group 

which regularly donates funds to the coffers of the ruling Vancouver Vision party that dominates City 

Council. What a surprise. Despite the pleas of two evenings' worth of unhappy residents, the project was 

approved in a 6-2 connivance, with the Vancouver Vision mob voting en bloc. The Bidwell Project was altered 

to include 49 rental units so it could be approved under the S.T.I.R. program (Short Term Incentives for 

Rental) as a 210 foot high tower, which may set a dangerous precedent for future towers of the same ilk in 

the already dense west end.  Chan calls them "affordable."  Nothing could be further from the truth.  These 

"tower mini-tombs" are hardly big enough to swing a cat in....397 munificent square feet at an "affordable" 

$ 1,000 per month.  These units actually cost the city in $ 3,000,000 in missed revenue on condo 

sales.  Council missed an opportunity of a lifetime to keep a two block area down to English Bay clear of 

towers once the Imperial Towers finishes its horrendous visual blight.  Can you say "Yaletown" or "Coal 

Harbour?"  New development could have featured terraced buildings up the slope of Davie Street so that all 

residents could enjoy the beauty of English Bay.  The Bidwell Project also includes the destruction of a 105 

year old heritage building, Maxine's, of which other cities would give their eye teeth for as an addition to the 

lore of the 'old days.'  Chan thinks that the retention of a mere façade is indeed not "eliminating heritage." 

What a farce.  

 

The S.T.I.R. program is not a "one-size-fits-all" program.  It is more feasible in housing applications where 

land costs are cheaper, such as along the R.A.V. line or other transportation routes that don't have west 

end-style population densities.  But wait, folks, another tower is being planned for 1405 Comox Street, 

which includes the demolition of a church/community centre in an area that has waiting lists at schools and 

community services straining at over-capacities.  No one in the West End is against development.  All they 

want is a Community Plan.  

 

 In the meantime, the City Planning Department has apparently changed its name to the City Building 

Department, happy to have developers do their planning on a hodgepodge, patchwork basis...without even 

the semblance of a Community Plan in place.  With all of this lack of foresight, perhaps the Vision 

Vancouver group seems inappropriately named as well.  Now their hearing seems to be impaired.  

 

No plan.  No hearing.  No vision.  Perhaps the S.T.I.R. acronym should be changed too....Short Tempered, 

Irate Residents.  

 

Paul Davey 

P.S.  Perhaps the Vancouver Sun should disclose author affiliations when publishing corporate shill content.  


